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r Chapter 2. Sewage Works in Japan—A Variety of Works
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Effective Sewerage System Construction and Imprementation Meaures
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Public wastewater treatment works in Japan include the
construction of public sewerage systems, rural sewerage
projects, and domestic wastewater treatment tank projects.
To select the most practical measure that fits local condi-
tions, such as geographical features and population den-
sity, each prefecture designs a Prefectural Plan for Appro-
priate Wastewater Treatment (“Prefectural Plan”).
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Public sewerage systems collect and treat wastewater dis-
charged from every household through sewer pipes. These
gystems are managed by municipalities, mainly in urban-
ized areas. A system that includes a wastewater treatment
plant is called an “independent public sewerage system,”
while a system that is connected to a regional sewerage
system is called "public sewerage connected to a regional
sewerage system.”

Public sewerage systems that are implemented outside ur-
banized areas are specified as specific environmental pro-
tection sewerage systems, and systems that mainly treat
wastewater from specified factories are called specific in-
dustrial waste control sewerage systems. These systems
are differentiated from the public sewerage systems.
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Regional Sewerage Systems
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This system is constructed in an area that covers more
than one municipality to protect water quality efficiently in
lakes and oceans. In constructing a regional sewer sys-
tem, the prefectural government builds trunk sewer pipes
and a wastewater treatment plant while sewer pipes that
collect wastewater from each household and businesses
are installed by local authorities as "public sewerage con-
nected to a regional sewerage system”, The prefecture and
municipalities carry out the maintenance and management
of each facility.
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Comparison between Public Sewerage Systems and other Wastewater
Treatment Systems
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In addition to public sewerage systems, there are other BHIMEBICIE. TAREDEDICE AEREREE. G E

types of wastewater treatment systems, including rural sew-
erage projects and domestic wastewater treatment tank
projects. The total coverage rate of these three systems in
fiscal 2000 was 71.2%. Depending on regional character-
istics, the most suitable system for each area is selected
to maximize efficiency. The coverage rate of flush toilets in
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fiscal 2000 was 20.8%. Coverage rate of flush
toilets=number of people with a flush toilet (those with a
domestic wastewater treatment tank excluded)/population
in the treatment area.
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Domestic wastewater
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1. Target area
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Publfc sewerage system: Mainly urbanized Agrﬁcultufal and ﬂshary um'rmumﬁea inside | Areas where & miscellaneous wastewater
an agricultural developing area designated | measure or another lype of measure is nec-

.SF'E“"Erlln environmental protection public | by the Law Concerning the Improvement of | essary but not included in the area planned
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an urbanized area eas that are considerad to be improved | Law,

along with the concemad area).
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