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Chapter 3. Japan’s State-of-the-Art Sewerage Technologies
I I I Current Status and Efforts for the Future
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More Uses for Reclaimed Water
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Reuse of Treated Wastewater

Not all of the purified wastewater from treatment planis is
directly discharged into rivers and oceans. Treated waste-
water is a precious water resource, and its efficient use
has been promoted. In addition to the conventional uses
of treated wastewater, such as in flush toilets, new uses
have been introduced. Melting snow on roads, replenish-
ing dried out riverbeds, and creating urban landscapes with
an aquatic theme are exemplified.

Amount of Reused Water (approx. 150 millicn m? per year)
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Use of Treated Wastewater in Cold Climates
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Snow Melting System Using

Treated Wastewater
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Aomori City, Aomori EFED

In snowy regions, treated wastewater is used in
snow-melting ditches and tanks, snow-flowing
pipes and other facilities. A temperature difference
between treated wastewater and air is used to melt
the snow.
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Environmental Restoration Using Treated Wastewater
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Hanamigawa Dragonfly Pond
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Treated wastewater is used to restore the natural
habitat at the Hanamigawa Treatment Plant in
Chiba Prefecture. A pond using advanced treated
wastewater was built to examine whether dragon-
flies could live and breed with sewage ireated
wastewater. In 2001, 17 species of dragonfiies,
which belong to four families, were observed. Such
restoration programs are important in deepening
people's understanding of sewer systems.
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