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Chapter 4. Sewage Works in Japan : Information for Overseas
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History of Sewage Works in Japan

TAEDESE
Yearf@E Event TECE
1583 | Stone culvert built around Osaka Castle (Taiko Sewerage) :?(BEJEI‘ESIJE:E{I(HET-?R)
| 1873 | Sewer plpes huilt in the Ginza region of Tulqru {open sewage ditches uuuered} WRBEIC KSR (EREES st
| 1881 Sewerage system constructed in foreigners’ sefflement in Yokohama  WBESEARSHTFAESE
‘ 1884 _Se_\ia_r_e_uge s._-,r_si_em_::u_ns_tfu_njﬂ in Kanda, Tokyo E?M#B"Fz}-{ﬁ@l
. 1894 | City of Osaka started water suppl:.| and Sewerags s',rstam |mpruuement pru|ecl FBRr, b ToKiick e i R
1895 | Honda Pumping Station cumpleteﬂ in Dsaka (first pumping Station in Japan) ABET. ABREKFTER (DD EHOT > T/7)
1900 0ld version of Saweraga Law promulgated; Filth Cleaning Law promulgated |5 FaKilELT, ,ﬁiﬁ}#ﬁ?,ﬁh‘?ﬁ
1922 | Mikawasima Wastewater Treatment Plant in Tokyo started operations W E =8B SIS TR e
1930 | Activated sludge process started at Horidome and Atsuta  AEETEEALURBNEETEESRAC L DNBEEEMS
Treatment Planl in Nagoya
1948 | First public Sewerage system ﬁr-ﬂ|e|:1 after WWII started ted by Fukui City EHTRENOD! ‘ﬁ_FJj(iﬁﬁﬁfE¥
1952 | Local Public Enlerprise Law established  WEREPREONE N
1958 | New Sewerage Law promulgated i FKEERT
1962 | Sewerage-related administration procedures centralized in the Ministry of  FoKiliiT UODRRER S~ D—0iL,
Construclion
[ 1963 First Five-Year Prnqram for Seweraga Construction established 1) lé‘e‘ﬁﬂcmiﬁﬁ HEHERE
1964 Japan Sewage Warks Assaciation established BFTKERE
1965 | Regional Sewerage system construction at Neya River Basin starled EE!II»:»E'F*EI#I’E?
1970 | Sewerage Law revised; Water Pollution Control Law promulgated TREENE. KESHALLELR
1971 Sewerage and Sewage Purification Depariment established in the Mmislry of REE(EETGAS) [C T GEAEE
Construction (currently the Ministry of Land, Inirastructure and Transport)
1972 | Sewage Works Center started(Currently Japan sewage Works Agency) THERE LYY —(B OF TAEPER) RR o
1975 | Basinwide S Seweraqe Division established in the Sewerage and Sewage WA TEMIC RS T ENaE
Purification Depariment in the Ministry of Construction
1984 | Law Concerning Special Measures lor Conservation of Lake Water Quality B kEEEEEEEE
established
1996 | Sewerage System Law amended {o allow general telecommunications TREENETTRKEX D 71 ) (—E—HOETEERE
companies use of optical fiber cables inside sewer pipes HEHFRTREIC
2000 | Percentage of sewered populatuion reached 60% TKEERE60%ER
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Sewer system in Kanda (Tokya)
FHE FK (FEEREE)



The first sewerage system in Japan can be seen in the large communities in the
Yayoi Period (approximately 2,200 years ago). In the Nara Period (about 1,300
years ago), a drainage system network ran throughout the city in the Hejjo-kyo
capital area. In the Azuchi-momoyama Period (approximately 430 years ago), a
stone culvert called the Talko Sewerage, was built arcund Osaka Castle, which is
still in use today,

The first modern sewerage system in Japan was the Kanda Sewerage, which was
built in 1884 in the Kanda area of Tokyo. In 1922, the first wastewater treatment
plant, the Mikawashima Treatment Plant, was built. The construction of sewerage
systems did not start in earmest until the end of World War Il (1945).

Around 1955, water pollution by industrial wastewater in the rivers and other public
water bodies became notable, and environmental pollution became a serious issus
of concermn. Since then, sewerage systems have played an important role in not
only keeping cities and towns clean, but also conserving the environment through
preventing river and ocean pollution.
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HThe History of Sewage Works (1870~13900)
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Treatrment Plant in 1934 (Tokya) 47
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City Vear Event gmeE 5
Tokyo  1872~1875 Western-styie dlches construcled in the Ginza area afer  big fre FAE
1884~1885  Brick and ceramic sewer pipss added in Kanda
1908 Sewerage System Basic Plan established; the system (subject pope- 19085
Iation: 3 milllan, area 5,670 heclares) is the bass ol loday’s sys-
tems.
1911 Construction starled (Tha First Sewer System improvemen| Project) 19114
Yokohama 1881 The First Sewerage System in Japan built - R {881 F
Osaka 1894 Spurred by outbreaks of cholera in 1886 and 1890, consiruclion ] E 894-&.
Benan; by 1899, construction in almost all parts of ihe old seclion
_ of the city was linished
1939 A survey to Sludy Ihe existing system. wlucﬁ was |r|!-L’nEl-8EI-§l-’_.‘-.l.J-E 1909
only lemporary, started in 1905, Reconstruclion stared in 1909 and
finished In 1923. This is the loundalion of the current syslem
Sendai 1899 Conslruction started
Hiroshima 1908 Construction started o flies i 18095
Wagoya 1908 Construction started. o . LRm IQDBEF
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MHistory of the Wastewater Treatment Process
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1922 Tokyo Mikawashima  Slandard-tate trickling iller Process 18226 WR AR RERKDSERE
1930 Nagoya  Hodidoms Diffused aeralion activaled sludgs process 1930 ZV’_E’E EE HE LA
1908 Magoya  Msula Diflsed aerlion actvaed sdge process ____ BER WME  MESEMS
1433 MNagoya  Tsuyuhashi Primary treatment Ditfused serafion achivated sludge 1933 BEE BE MR AL,
process 19345 @ 2 EuR K

1934 Kyolo  Kisshoin Diflused aeration activaied studge process 19355 W48 ¥ s
1935 Toyohashi Noda Mechanical activated sludge process 19378 e el [T
1937 Gify Chubu Dillused aeralion activated shidge process B =<1 =R =

T o S Mool o 0E FE  WE | RAREhSEE
Q‘E Kyolo Toba Difiused aeration aciivaied sludge process 19408 _}f’i_ _.'_= T i*
1940 Osaka  Tsumoli Diffused aeration activaied sludge process o' BE] p

Csaka  Ebie Difused aeration activaied siudgé pr-:i;e'és' =



